
MINUTES OF THE 34th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 206 SQUADRON ASSOCIATION HELD AT THE MANSEFIELD HOTEL AT 1600 HRS ON 16 MAY 2026

Present:		Bill Bird, Chairman
			John Porter, Treasurer
Steve Skinner, Life Vice-President
Gareth Thomas, OC 206 Squadron
			Keith Girdwood, Secretary
		And twelve Members listed at the end.

Item 1.  Welcome and Apologies
	The Chairman welcomed those present and thanked them for making the long trek north to Elgin.

	Apologies were received from seven members, listed at the end.

Item 2.  Minutes of the 33rd AGM
The minutes of the 33rd AGM were accepted.

Proposed:  	Vince Dobby
Seconded: 	Harry Nockolds

Item 3.  Matters Arising from Minutes
	Actions were complete: there were no matters arising that required further action.
Item 4.  Accounts
	The Treasurer reminded the meeting that there are two accounts for the Association:  a Business Account and a Bonus Savings Account that is kept at a minimum of £4000.  The Treasurer pointed out that although the 2025 accounts were in deficit by £1,026.70 this was in large part due to the deposit required by The Mansefield Hotel for the 2026 Reunion, which would be recovered after the completion of accounts associated with that event. The finances had also been bolstered by the auction of items left as a legacy to the Association by Wg Cdr Beresford, which had raised in excess of £1,600. The accounts were accepted as a true and accurate record:
Proposed:	Dick Yates
Seconded:	Chris Birks
The Chairman pointed out that the amount that the committee was able to authorise to subsidise social events stood at £500, which was insufficient for the present event. After discussion it was agreed that the amount that could be authorised for subsidy should be raised to £750.
	Proposed:	Geoff Scard
	Seconded:	 Hector Hillman	
	Derek Straw raised the issue of the Beresford Legacy, which had raised more than expected and proposed a donation of £500 to the Shackleton Preservation Trust to assist with the relocation of WR963 to Elvington. This was agreed:

	Proposed:	Harry Nockolds
	Seconded;	Steve Skinner	
The Chairman renewed his appeal for a volunteer for the post of deputy treasurer, and after brief discussion Hector Hillman was agreed to take up the post, which was unsurprisingly unanimously carried!
	Proposed:	Derek Straw
	Seconded:	Harry Nockolds
Neil White kindly offered to host the Association Website, and the Association email accounts on his own servers. This would avoid costs associated with renewing the present arrangements, the Chairman expressed his thanks for Neil’s generous offer.

Item 5. Social Events
	The Chairman stated that the plan was to hold the Autumn Lunch on 13 November 2026 at the Farmers Club in London, as in recent years.  He would liaise with Steve Skinner, and proposed to hold a raffle to raise funds for the Association.
	Brief discussion then followed on the location for the Association 2027 Reunion.  Returning to the Sudbury House Hotel at Faringdon was favoured, and the Chairman undertook to investigate possible dates with the hotel. The possibility of an event with 206 Squadron would help with interest for the Reunion. OC 206 Squadron pointed out that constraints meant that a Friday event would be preferable, and will investigate options once a date can be arranged.
	Action: Chairman
	
Item 6. 206 Sqn Award

	The Chairman pointed out that a new supply of models for the 206 Sqn Award was required. The DH4 used last year had worked well, and he would investigate replenishing stocks. Harry Nockolds kindly offered a Nimrod MR2 model that he no longer required. 

Item 7,  Any Other Business

	As a number of items had already been covered in other sections of the AGM there were no further matters to discuss.
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